


From the
Pastor's Desk

This Week: April 28-29 will be the kick-off for our
Mini-Campaign.

We are calling this appeal:
Campaign 365-Taking Care of Our Home.

The appeal will present to you various things that we
want to accomplish over the next year. Many of the
needs are simply major maintenance items that the budg-
et can’t support. In addition, this campaign has as its
goal the elimination of our entire parish indebtedness.
We have been given some wonderful help to reach the
goals of this appeal; I will announce that at the masses
next weekend. We have prepared some good education-
al materials, videos and snapshots of the issues that are
facing us. We plan on using personal appeals, pulpit
explanations, mailed information and brochure, internet
web site, and email to put these needs before you, our
parishioners. It is called Campaign 365 because we
want to wrap it up in one year with one-time gifts or
quarterly gifts, or monthly gifts. I really believe that
when you see what we are asking you will enthusiasti-
cally support this appeal and help Take Care of Our
Home. And if you can’t, then I ask that you pray for its
success. FOR MORE INFORMATION CHECK
OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE FOR VIDEO FOOT-
AGE AND FURTHER EXPLANATION.
WWW.STGERALD.ORG

End of the Year Activities: We have the normal flurry
of activities to close out the catechetical year: Religious
Formation saw their year end masses this past week and
the school has moved into the final chapters of the
school year, field trips, May crowning, Volunteer Ap-
preciation Mass, Graduation, field days etc. etc. The
weather has been great so far and hope it will continue in
this fashion through May.
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Volunteer Appreciation Mass: We will celebrate and
honor all our school volunteers at 9:00 am on the First
Friday of May, May 4. We are holding this mass in the
School Gym thus allowing ample room for all our vol-
unteers. In the past, with this mass in the Lakeview
Chapel, we have not had enough room and volunteers
have stayed away. Please come this year, we want to
honor you and thank you for all you do for our school.

Sign That Proclamation: On Father’s Day a full page
ad will be placed in the World Herald advocating the
values that we as a church stand for: Pro-Life, Pro-
Family, Pro-Marriage, Pro-Freedom of Religion. Each
man is invited to sign-up for the ad, contribute $10,
and your name will appear with the proclamation.
More information: call Steve Luna at 402-592-0788

First Friday
Eucharistic Adoration will be held Friday, May 4,
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Chapel, 78th & Lake-
view and continuing until 2:30 p.m., closing with
Benediction. Spend an hour with the Lord anytime
during the day.

First Saturday Devotions
First Saturday Mass in honor of Our
Lady of Fatima’s request for the five
first Saturdays of Reparation will be
held May 5 at 8:15 a.m. Devotions, rosary and
confession begins at 7:45 a.m.

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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Congratulations to the Confirmation Class of 2012 who

D
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were confirmed on April 21st by Most Reverend Elden

Curtiss.

Matthew Bles Michael Koenig Shaylyn Ryan

Regina Brokke Danielle Kraft Jason Savatovic-Rasmussen
Bailey Calabro Keely Krajeski Ean Sawtelle

Jerry Canterbury Easton Lavicky Jordan Schuette

Cameron Carney Alicia Letsche Travis Schwartz

Paul Connor Maria Lynes Tommi Scornavacca

Luke Cotton Patrick Mahoney Trevor Sedlacek

Megan Czerwinski
Emily Danigole
Emma Dargy

Jana Malene
Vincent Malene
Hannah Malone

Marcelina Delgado-Walker

Kristin Sheridan
Austin Sherman
Kathleen Shriver
Kimberly Shriver

Isaac DeLoa Audrey Marco Lauren Shymkewicz
Alex Deman Brenna Marino Joel Sickmann
Bailey Dennis Ashley Meisinger Danny Slowik
Miranda Dobney Caleb Mekelburg Erin Sosso

Austin Exline Jack Mensinger Nora Staudenmaier
Kaiti Fatte Jeffery Mohrbutter  Victoria Stengel
Michaline Garcia Nicole Mroczek Ben Stoysich
Madison Goetzinger Julia Nekola Gabriella Swoboda
Maddie Goltl Benjamin Nigro Nathan Tarvin
Ryan Harrah John Olson Nathanael Victor
Zachary Helms Neil Osborn Colin Weis

Emelia Henely Jacob Osterman Dakota Wesslund
Gabriel Hollingshead Matthew Pohlman Olivia Wilson
Jonathan Hunt Emily Polacek Bryan Wilson-Bahun
Nathan Johnson Natalia Ramirez Jacob Wurtele
Mackenzie Keenan  Joel Rinkol Sage Wyskowski
Cassidy Kennedy Shelby Rosman Seth Wyskowski

& Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive

G

Thanks to all who donated during our Tootsie Roll Drive. The
Knights of Columbus were able to raise over $2,400. This money
will be used to help the mentally handicapped, including our own

Ralston Special Olympics group. Also, this will be our last Tootsie Roll Drive in
the Spring. Beginning next October the Tootsie Roll Drive will now be held in

the Fall. Again, thank you for your generosity.

EPS Mother’s Day Rose Donation Drive

The annual EPS Rose Donation Drive takes place following the Masses on Moth-
er's Day weekend, May 12th and 13th. As you exit church, the Knights of Colum-
bus invite you to select a beautiful long-stem rose with a gift tag in exchange for
your $5.00 donation supporting the vital work of Essential Pregnancy Services----
a local pregnancy support center helping expectant women choose life for their
little ones. Giving EPS roses is a beautiful way to acknowledge special people in

your life and protect precious babies in our community.

Family Night Out

St Gerald Family Night Out is
Tuesday, May 1st, at Runza, 77th
& L St. 2nd grade will have art-
work on display. A percent of your
purchase goes to St. G School.

Ralston, Nebraska

Communion To Shut-ins

If you know of anyone who is
unable to come to Mass on Sunday
and they would like the Eucharist
brought to them, please call 331-
1955.

Fr. Foster Memori-
al Golf Tourney G
St Gerald Knights of
Columbus and St

Gerald Men’s Club

are sponsoring the 16™ Annual Fr.
William A. Foster Memorial Golf
Tournament. The tournament is a
4-person scramble held at Tara
Hills Golf Course on Sat, May
19 with an 8:00 AM shotgun start.
$90 per golfer or $360 per team
and includes 18 holes of golf, cart,
lunch, raffle tickets, refreshments,
fellowship and prizes. Register by
calling 402-331-1955. Deadline is
May 4.
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Women’s Craft Group

The Women’s Craft Group will
meet on Thursday, May 3, at 6pm
in the multipurpose room, 96th &
Q, to make decorative glass plates.
The supply list is in the HOPE of-
fice or email Judy Rogers at jrrog-
ersl(@cox.net.

St. Gerald Ladies Luncheon
Registered ladies of the parish,
please join us on May 12 for a
salad/dessert luncheon, 11:30am,
Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q. Please
bring according to your last name:
A-M: Salad & N-Z: Dessert. Bring
a serving utensil for your dish.
Questions call Max 402-339-4452.

Women’s Fun Night Out

The next outing of the Fun Night
Out group will be a 21 and Over
performance, The Candy Project,
at the Omaha Community Play-
house, 6915 Cass St., on Monday,
May 7. Admission is free and no
reservations are necessary. We
need to meet by 7:00 p.m. at the
south entrance in order to assure
seating for the 7:30 performance.
If you have questions, contact
Nancy at nlech@cox.net.

4th Sunday of Easter
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Volunteer Mass: On Friday, May
4th our All School 9:00 a.m. Mass
will be honoring and thanking our
wonderful St. Gerald School Vol-
unteers. If you are a person who
volunteered in any way this school
year, please join us in our school
gym so we can say THANK YOU!
Volunteers will be given a small
gift of appreciation.

Separation or Divorce is among
life’s most painful experiences. If
you are going through separa-
tion or divorce or know someone
who is, learn about our special
DivorceCare group. It is a place
to find help and encouragement.

DivorceCare, a 13 week video
seminar and support group for peo-
ple experiencing divorce and sepa-
ration will be held on Monday
evening beginning May 14 from
6:30 to 8:30pm at St. Patrick’s in
Gretna, 508 Angus Street.

DivorceCare features nationally
recognized experts on divorce and
recovery topics. Seminar sessions
include “Facing My Anger,”
“Facing My Loneliness,”
“Depression”, “New Relation-
ships,” “KidCare” and
“Forgiveness”

Pre-registration is requested. The
cost is $20.00 and includes the
seminar workbook.

For more information, contact: Pat
Seier, Family Life Office, Wid-
owed, Divorced & Separated Min-
istry Coordinator, 402-557-5514 or
paseier@archomaha.org

Adult Education

DVD series on “A Biblical Walk
Through the Mass” by Dr. Ed
Sri: May 3 & 10th at 7pm in Fel-
lowship Hall hosted by the Adult
Ed Committee
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Mary Harper,

Director of Religious Formation
Work......oooiii 402-331-1955 x25
Email............... mharper@stgerald.org

We are looking for a Volunteer Coor-
dinator to run the Children’s Liturgy
of the Word Program for 9am Mass
beginning August. Please call Mary
Harper if you are interested.

Totus Tuus will return to St. Ger-
ald in July. The day program is for
children entering grades 1-6. Dates
are July 9-13 from 9-3pm. Students
entering grades 7-12 (including grad-
uates) dates are July 8-12 from 7:30-
9:40. Please pray for the success of
the Totus Tuus Program.
Registration has begun. Please call the
parish office if you have not received
registrations forms. After June 1st
registration will be open to other par-
ishes.

We are in need of Host Families who
will house two Totus Tuus Missionar-
ies from July 8 —13th. Each family is
asked to provide a light breakfast and
overnight accommodations. Please
call Mary Harper if you are interested.

Classes for Catechists are offered
Saturdays from 9-11. Below is the
remaining class for the school year:

May 5 Catholic Moral Teaching

Class held at St. Gerald School Li-
brary. Please call to confirm a seat in
the class.

Readings for the Week of Apr 29
Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn
10:11-18

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-
30 or Gn 1:26--2:3 or Col 3:14-15,
17, 23-24/Mt 13:54-58
Wednesday: Acts 12:24--13:5a/Jn
12:44-50

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14
Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn
3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8
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Making a difference for good in our world.

Kathy Kensinger,

Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry
Work.....oooooiiii 402-331-1955x18
Cell .oooiiiiii 402-880-9717
Email ...oooooviiiiiiie. kathyk@stgerald.org

Today we pray for our Graduat-
ing High School Seniors. We
thank the Lord for the special gifts
that you have brought to our parish
and we ask for His blessing on all
of you as you continue your faith
journeys.

Congratulations to our 2012
Confirmation Class and a Big
THANK YOU to all who helped
to make the ceremony so special:
Kim Brokke for the Confirmation
Name ribbons, Monica Olson for
designing the certificates, Susan
Wilson for helping with the pew
bows, and Jessica Helms for read-
ing the Parent Prayers. And a spe-
cial thanks to Bekki Koenig and
Nanette Exline for the beautiful
Sponsor party on Thurday! All of
you were essential to making this
celebration so special!

May 11th: $10.00 Prom for 9-
12th graders from 8-11 pm in the
Lakeview Parish Center. Help us
celebrate the end of the year with
dancing, a Fashion show, food,
Minute to Win It games and
greased watermelon races. The
proceeds will go to the Winnebago
Mission. For more information
please contact Kathy.

Totus Tuus will be July 8-12th
this year!

Parent Connection for April 29th:
In this week’s gospel we see Jesus as
the Good Shepherd. A good shepherd
is a kind and loving role model for us
all. This week talk about the good role
models in your lives. Who are the peo-
ple that model the values that you
want your children to have? What
values do most “celebrities” model for
our children? (Adapted from LTP
Publications)

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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Sunday, 4/29

Mon 4/30/12 |8:15 am - Chapel '}I’IHO(\;vard & Margaret 9am - RCIA 2 Multipurpose Room
oody Noon - Senior Mass Fellowship Hall
12:15 pm - Church | tDavid Sucha 4pm - Campaign Kickoff Fellowship Hall
Tues 5/1/12  |8:15 am - Chapel | tClyde & Mildred Monday, 4/30
Wilson 9:30am - 2nd Grade Retreat Fellowship Hall
11am - Women of Grace Family Room
12:15 pm - Church | tHoward & Freddy 6:30pm - Scouts Parish Center
Palma Tuesday, 5/1
Wed 5/2/12  |8:15 am - Chapel 1Bill McDowall & 6pm - Basketball Parish Center
Special Intention of 6:30pm - Catechist Training School Library
Bonnie McDowall 6:30pm - Lord Teach Me to Pray Family Room
7pm - Campaign Fellowship Hall
10:30am - Waterford | TPoor Souls 7gm . Men’ps Rgecovery Youth Rogm
12:15 pm - Church | tHelene Wheeldon 7:30pm - TMIY HOPE Office
] 7:30pm - AA Conference Room
Thur 5/3/12 | 8:15 am - Chapel TMargaret Jackson Wednes afay, 5/2
12:15 pm - Church | tLeo Woodford 4pm - Catechist Training School Library
. ) 7pm - Courage Conference Room
Fri 5/4/12 8:15 pm - Chapel TJohn Socha Thurs day, /3
9:00 am - Chapel TClaude Brandtner 6:30pm - Women’s Crafts Multipurpose Room
7pm - Adult Education Fellowship Hall
12:15 pm - Church | TLeo Woodford 7gm - Archdiocese TMIY Family Rcf)om
Sat 5/5/12 8:15 am - Chapel T Anna Hakenholz 7pm - KC Officers Business Office
Friday, 5/4
3pm - Girl Scouts School Library
Saturday, 5/5
Sat5/5/12  |5:00 pm - Church |AE |*James Czerwinski 6:30am - TMIY Fellowship Hall
tAngie Mimick 9am - Catechetical Training School Library
TDick & Dorothy 6pm - Wedding Reception Parish Center
Moore 6:30pm - Ordination Fellowship Hall
Sun 5/6/12 |7:00 am - Chapel |OK |tDennis Wiebelhaus S unofay, 5/ 6
9am - RCIA 2 Multipurpose Room
7:30 am - Church |AE |Members of St Gerald | 10:30am - African Mass Chapel
Endowment Funds Spm - Bridge Multipurpose Room
9:00 am - Church |OK |1Basil & Sally Buras Donation Report
10:30 am -Church |OK |tFr. Any Augustyne Sunday(4/15/12) .............. $19,20954
1200 pm-Church [AE_ . Gerald Parishioners Week Toal 1 515,200.54
iy i Rest In Peace HOPE Report: Sales for 1st quarter, Weekly Budget................. $29,400.00
oh Smfally Please pray for the re- 2}?1 1,(;vere $72,955, }V%t; azezarnings for z%g EO‘?I .................. 2},}22,?2388
; the HOPE program of $3,722. udget ............... ,156,730.
pose.of the soul of Dale Sales for 1st quarter, 2012, (Jan-Mar) Variance........ccccceveveeennnii... $6,635.77
Harrlson, father Ofp?' were $117,800, with a earnings of
_ rishioner Steve Harrison.  §5421. These numbers represent an Sunday(4/22/12) .............. $21,008.19
May his soul and all of the souls increase in sales of $44,845, over 60 %, ACH.............ooooovvvennn, $12,079.33
of the faithfully departed rest in in the first three months of 2012. Week Total ..........ccoo....... $33,087.52
peace with our Lord. Thanks again, to all the loyal HOPE Weekly Budget................. $24,100.00
pur(;hasers, .ancli welcome to those who YTD Total .................. $1,196,453.29
Prayer Intention Book are just beginning to use the program. YTD Budget ............... $1,180,830.00
There is a book to write your inten- Remember, gas and groceries are pur- Variance........oovewereveren. $15,623.29
tions that you would like prayers chased Wee.kly by most. Hy-Vee (5%),
- A Bakers/Quick Shop(5%), & Sam's/
for located in the Eucharistic Chap-  Wwalmart(2%) for gas, and of course all Easter(4/22/12)......... $66,000.58
el at 96th & Q. These intentions are the local grocery stores are available. Budget ...................... $65,600.00
Variance.................... $ 400.58

prayed for by our adorers.

Ralston, Nebraska

HOPE- become a part of it!
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4th Sunday of Easter



Spm:

EMHC - M Hood, R & R Iwan, ] Kowal, M Sliva, S & R Lukowski, S Lukowski, B & K Howard, J Zabrocki,

L Harral Lectors -R Onken, M McLean Servers - ] & M Riesberg, G Hollingshead, M Adamek
Greeters —J Cattoni, S & M Harman Security - K Kush, J Bertich HOPE - M McKeighan, K Trudell

Tam:

EMHC- C Ford Lector— R Guthrie Servers—J & A Fowler Greeter -

7:30am: EMHC-J & C Marino, F Abboud, T Waszgis, D & J Steensma, T & S Bissen, D Cotton, G Hunt, F & B Coppola
Lectors -R Martin, ] Thompson Servers— H Martin, H Marino, J] VanAuken, P Mahoney Greeters— M Worde-
kemper, B McDowall, D & J Schenkelberg Security— R Meister, S Sorensen HOPE— K McGill, D & L Sobczyk

9am:

EMHC-J & K Shotkoski, A Goblirsch, B Krzemien, A Spargo, T & L Goecke, J Kalina, S Larson, G & D Bennett,

W Reed Lectors R Treinen, B Knapp Servers— K, M & R Sheridan, M Bolas Greeters - T & K Johnson,
B Sutton Security-B & J Rogers HOPE— T Burns, K Jackson

10:30am: EMHC - M Olson, N Schmitz, ] McKernan, B Smith, R & B Pille, J Fochek, J] Hood, L & N Kochanowicz, M
Dinneen, C Baum Lectors - M Steinbrink, S Bertrang Servers—J Olson, O Horner, M Koenig, V Mundorf
Greeters— S Prentis, K Secret, P Vrbka Security-K Gallagher, K Daly HOPE- C Keenan, G Lofgren

Noon: EMHC- C Rasmussen, R & D Goodrich, T Alberhasky, J] & P Neuberger, P McGuire, J & B Tometich, J Haug,
N & K Steinbach Lector - J Rentko Servers—J Savatovic, L & B Dennis, ] Dermody Greeters—J & N Murphy,

E Martines

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
Sponsored by the American Italian
Heritage Society. Spaghetti w/
meatballs dinner, Italian salad,
bread & butter. May 6, St Joan of
Arc, 74th & Hascall. Noon - 6pm,
Cost: Adults $8.50, Children $4.25

Ham & Fried Chicken Dinner
May 6, 11am-3:30pm at St Francis
Borgia, Blair, NE. Adults $10,
Children under 10 $4.

Summer Reading Program
Baright Public Library in Ralston
Kick-off on May 30 at 1:30pm.
Open to young people, preschool
through young adults. New portion
of the program is also for families.
For more information contact 402-
331-7636.

Donate Your Old Car: Help a
child & receive tax deduction of
$500 or more. Cars4Toys.org or 1-
855-Cars4Toys. Mention St. Ger-
ald bulletin & parish receives 10%
of your vehicle proceeds.
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Security— M Kennelly, T Wachtler HOPE-J Schutz, J] Haug

Notes of Encouragement

Gift bags will be delivered to the ex-
pecting mothers at the Bethlehem Ma-
ternity Shelter this Mother's Day. We
welcome notes of encouragement,
Mother's Day card greetings, etc. If
you would like to write a Mother's
Day message to one of these coura-
geous mothers, facing an unplanned
pregnancy, please contact Michelle
Watkins at 402-592-1688 for more
information. Greetings need to be
completed by May 1st. Please let these
women know they are special for
choosing LIFE!

Would you consider becoming a
Mentor to a young mother? Catho-
lic Charities, Elizabeth Ann Seton
Mentoring Moms Program, is looking
for “Mentoring Moms” to provide one
-on-one mentoring support to pregnant
and parenting women. The Mentor’s
role is to be a friend, someone who
listens, encourages, supports and mod-
els positive parenting skills. Catholic
Charities invites you to consider giv-
ing of your time and talents to make a
difference in the life of a child. Inter-
ested? Call Kathy at 829-9289 or e-
mail kathym@ccomaha.org

Join us for the fifth annual Cinco de
Mayo Walk/Run Sunday, May 6.
The walk/run is a family event featur-
ing a 400 meter run for kids 8 & un-
der, a 1 mile for kids 13 & under & a
5K Walk/Run for all ages. Partici-
pants are served breakfast burritos and
juice after completing the course. The
400 meter run starts at 8:20, the 1
mile run starts at 8:30 AM; the 5K
starts at 9:00 AM. See the Omaha
Cinco de Mayo website
cincodemayoomaha.com for complete
details and entry forms. The walk/run
is a fund raiser for the Omaha Archdi-
ocesan mission ministry “Ixim: Spirit
of Solidarity. Ixim organizes mission
trips to Guatemala which foster mutu-
ally enriching Christian relationships
between Nebraskans & Guatemalans.
See our website ixim.org for details.

Project Rachel Retreat: Healing
From Abortion

Still hurting after an abortion? God
forgives. Learn to forgive yourself!
Rachel's Vineyard is offering a confi-
dential healing retreat weekend near
Omaha, May 4th-6th. Cost is $180.
For information contact Heather at
402-253-9936, email helpingra-
chel(@yahoo.com or visit
www.rachelsvineyard.org for details.

Welcome to St. Gerald Parish
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