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Masses 

Church - 96th & Q Street 

 Sat   5:00pm 

 Sun  7:30am 9:00am 10:30am  

 & 12:00pm 

 Daily 12:15pm (M-F) 

Chapel - 78th & Lakeview St. 

 Sun 7:00am 

 Daily 8:15am (M-Sat) 

 Rosary begins at 7:45 am 

For a recording of the Mass times please 

call 331-1955 ext 21. 

Reconciliation 

96th & Q Mon-Fri: 12:00-12:15pm 

  Sat    3-4:30pm 

Lakeview:   First Fridays and Saturdays 

  prior to 8:15am Mass 

Ministry to the Sick 

If you, a relative or friend are hospitalized 

or shut-in, short or long term, and would 

like a visit from a Priest, please call the 

parish office. 

   SACRAMENTS 

Baptisms 

You must be a registered parishioner and 

attend two sessions of baptism classes. These 

sessions are held the first and third Thursday 

of every month. Please call the Business 

Office to schedule the baptism date and sign 

up for the classes. 
 
Marriage 

According to the Archdiocesan guidelines 

and to ensure adequate preparation for this 

very important Sacrament, you must make 

arrangements at least six (6) months ahead of 

the Marriage date. Special instructions are 

required for any Catholic party under 19 

years of age. No date can be set for this 

marriage. A Civil Marriage License should be 

obtained two weeks in advance of marriage. 

To set a wedding date here at St. Gerald 

Catholic Church, you must be a registered 

parishioner for 3 months. 

The tempter approached and 

said to him “If you are the Son 

of God, command that these 

stones become loaves of bread.” 

He said in reply, “It is written: 

One does not live on bread 

alone, but on every word that 

comes forth from the mouth of 

God.”  Mt4:3-4 



walking beans, eating at that table and watching as dad 

fingered the tuning dial on the radio as he listened to the 

markets at noon and my night prayers echoing the memo-

rized prayers with Dad between my room and his, Mass 

every Sunday….home.  None of this would be important to me had I not 

been a part of all the activities, the talk, the work of making that piece of 

property a home.   

 

The ―Lord Lord‖ relationship that Jesus is talking about is a one-sided 

relationship.  It‘s all about me.  When I see God simply as the place 

where I can go when I need something, like some kind of service QT 

station that dispenses whatever I might need…then I am forgetting 50% 

of the deal.  Jesus expects us to do religious things but he also expects us 

to do the will of His Heavenly Father.  If we come to mass regularly but 

never put into effect the teachings we hear, never work against the inner 

temptations that move us to break the commandments, never reach out to 

the poor and needy and even cultivate an attitude of bitterness because I 

don‘t have what others have---we will be told by Jesus in the end:  ―I 

never knew you.‖  What a shock that will be.  How can he say that? 
 

The more years I preach about Stewardship the more I find it an all en-

compassing spirituality that puts me face to face with the teachings of 

Jesus.  It challenges me to do the will of God in every aspect of my life.  

Moses does a similar thing for the people of his day.  ―I set before you 

here, this day, a blessing and a curse:  a curse if you turn aside from the 

way I ordain for you to follow other gods, whom you have not known.‖  
 

Like a Home that is the external manifestation of the relationships and 

memories of the interactions you have had with your family SO, Stew-

ardship, is the external manifestation of the relationship and memories of 

interactions you have had with your God and your Faith Family.  Stew-

ardship therefore is the barometer of your religious relationships.  If your 

relationship with God is a kind of ―Lord, Lord‖ relationship then acting 

on that relationship will be weak at best.  And in fact, when someone 

like me comes to the pulpit to have you look at what you are doing for 

the Lord and perhaps challenges you to examine what you are doing 

with all the Lord has given you, your conscience might be poked and 

prodded into a zone of uncomfortableness.  Especially when you are 

asked to adopt the belief that nothing you have is really yours—you are a 

steward of it.  And in the end you will come back to the Lord with only 

the results of your good deeds in your hands.  ―Blessed are those who die 

in the Lord, for their good deeds go with them.‖ 
 

In our parish we talk about Stewardship being built on four pillars:  Hos-

pitality, Prayer, Formation and Service.  Depending on our time and 

talent we find ourselves drawn to one or two of these pillars in the many 

ways we can share with the parish.  We could serve on a committee that 

advises the pastor, we could help with a ministry at Mass, we could help 

promote religious vocations, we could spend a hour a week in Adoration 

before the Blessed Sacrament, we could be a catechist for CCD, we 

could participate in That Man Is You, we could attend an Adult Forma-

tion activity, we could participate in Bag the Basics, we could coach a 

GBB team, we could stuff bulletins or envelopes for parish mail-

ings…..any which way you dissect the pie of St. Gerald‘s there is a niche 

for everyone.  Everyone is called and expected to share their time and 

talent with the parish…it is the only way you build up the relationships 

with the parishioners and with the Lord who is the center of our parish.  

It is how you build this home for you faith life.  A concern I have heard 

in the school community is that we seem to be moving into a generation 

which is not getting involved, does not readily do its part, is not helping 

out and doing their part.  Every community has to examine itself and see 

how it can invite, encourage and thank every volunteer.  There is so 

much going on in our parish and school, I thank each and every one of 

you for the gifts of time and talent you so readily share.  But all must do 

their part….I think once people realize how essential volunteering 

is….how it has great paybacks….they will step up the plate. 

 

     (continued on page 6) 

We welcome Fr. Anthony 

Espinosa as our new associ-

ate.  He will begin full time 

ministry here on the 

21st.  Fr. Anthony is an ordination classmate of 

Frs. Tom Weisbecker and Mike Schmitz.  Fr. 

Anthony was born & raised in New York City.  The youngest of 

four; his parents from Puerto Rico.  He attended Cardinal Spellman 

High School & New York Institute of Technology.  He graduated 

Holy Apostles Seminary in Connecticut in 1993.  He was ordained in 

1996 & has been stationed at St. Bonaventure, Columbus; O.L. Gua-

dalupe-St. Agnes, Omaha; Immaculate Conception/St. Joseph, 

Omaha; Divine Mercy, Schuyler, with Columbus Hispanic Ministry; 

and Ss. Peter & Paul/St. Anthony, Omaha. 

Belated Thank You:  Recently we had to replace the AC/Heat Air 

Handler that takes care of the kitchen and conference room on the 

gym.  Kenny Hanson of XK construction donated the use of the 

crane to lift the unit.  Thanks Kenny; keep that sax hummin.  Fr. OK 

Tuesday and Thursday 5:30 pm Masses at Lakeview:  I plan on 

taking all of these masses during the seasons of Lent.  I will be avail-

able for confession at 5:00 pm.  I plan on making the homily a con-

tinuing kind of teaching.  For instance last Thursday I talked on the 

First Commandment.  Tuesday this week will be on the Second Com-

mandment and Thursday, the Third.  The last four of these Masses at 

the end of Lent will be on the Beatitudes. 

The Mission is Coming:  Mark your Calendars and clear them of all 

evening activities.  Fr. Kirchner, our Mission Director, will begin on 

Sunday evening March 27 with the first talk followed by an evening 

session each day until Thursday evening with the closing.  Come 

one, come all, bring the kids, each evening is an hour long.  Tuesday 

evening will include the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

RCIA Rituals:  We will be doing a number of the rituals with those 

who are receiving Easter Sacraments this year.  These rituals will 

take place mainly at the 9:00am and 10:30am masses during Lent.  

For instance, this weekend we have a little ritual for the children who 

are completing their sacraments:  some are older children who have 

not received Reconciliation or Holy Communion, others are prepar-

ing for Baptism.  We also did the Rite of Sending forth our Adults 

who are looking to join the church and they will attend the Rite of 

Election with Archbishop Lucas at the Cathedral in the afternoon of 

the First Sunday of Lent.  Next Sunday we will acknowledge those 

adults who have already been baptized and are going to join the 

Church at Easter. 
 

Stewardship:  ―Not everyone who says to me, ‗Lord, Lord‘ will enter the 

kingdom of God.‖  Well don‘t we do that each time we pray, aren‘t we doing 

that each time we come to mass, aren‘t we addressing God as Lord, aren‘t 

we praying be it praise, thanks or petition?  This is a question, a good ques-

tion, and it sits right at the heart of what it means to be a good steward. 

 

Robert Frost, in one of his writings, wrote, ―Home is that place where, when 

you go there, they have to take you in.‖  The home he is talking about is 

more than a building, it is a relationship.  But buildings are important.  I will 

never forget the last memory of my home that we moved out of, on the farm 

by Clarkson, NE.  In late November of 1969, I was a sophomore in High 

School.  The energy and fun of the farm sale was over.  We had witnessed all 

of dad‘s machinery go up for auction….some things brought great prices, 

other prices did not match what the item meant to us.  Quiet descended upon 

the farm and all the furniture was moved out of the house.  I remember see-

ing mom sweep the floor of the kitchen now bare of stove, table, chairs and 

refrigerator.  I never had a home like that again.  That home symbolized 

relationship, fun with neighbors, my friend Kenny and I riding bikes back 

and forth between our farms, family celebrations, putting up hay,  
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School News The Knights Corner 

Family Night Out 
St Gerald School and Parish Family 

Night Out is March 22, 5-8pm at 

Runza, 108th & 77th. The 8th Grade 

class will have artwork on display. 

Thank you for your support. Remem-

ber to use Runza HOPE certificates 

for your purchase. 

Week of March 13, 2011 
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Rom 5:12-19 or 

5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11 

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-

12 

Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 

4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 

2:41-51a 

Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/

Mt 17:1-9 

School Calendar 
Mar 17: All-School Variety Show 

Mar 18: No School, end of 3rd Q 

Mar 28: Kindergarten Round-up, 

9:30am & 1:15pm 

KC Fish Dinner 

March 11, 4:30-7:30pm  Fellow-

ship Hall, 96th & Q. 

Baked Cod, Mac & 

Cheese, Potatoes 

(baked or fried) Cole 

Slaw & Drink Adults-$8, Children 

under 10-$5, Immediate Family 

Max-$25, Seniors (60+)-$7, All 

Carry Out-$8.  

Friends on Q Event  Wednesday, 

March 23 at 6pm in Fellowship 

Hall 96th and Q, Corned Beef and 

Cabbage Dinner. Our own Kim 

Brokke, Harpist, will entertain. 

Cost is $7 for members and $9 for 

non-members. Paid Reservations 

by March 16th. Any questions call 

Janet at 339-7910. 

Daily Mass During Lent 

8:15am– Lakeview  

12:15pm– 96th & Q 

5:30pm on Tues/Thurs-Lakeview 

Stations of the Cross - Fridays 

Follows 12:15pm Mass– 96th & Q 

5:30pm w/Benediction– Lakeview 

Prayer for the Success of our Parish 

Mission: March 27-31 at 7pm, 96th 

& Q, Fr Don Kirchner, CSSR 
Dear Heavenly Father, you have cre-

ated St. Gerald Parish for the sanctifi-

cation of its parishioners and for the 

consecration of the world touched by 

these same parishioners.  Help us to 

be open to the Holy Spirit and to 

ready our hearts for the message of 

Gospel that will be preached at our 

upcoming Mission.  Let us be coura-

geous enough to ask others to come to 

the Mission especially those in our 

neighborhood who might have drifted 

away from a regular practice of the 

faith.  And raise our expectation for 

the wonderful Graces of God that will 

be poured onto our parish through this 

Mission.  We ask this through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen.  

Bag „n Save Receipts 
Please save your Bag ‗n Save receipts 

from now until April 15th. Turn them 

in to our school. Our HOPE program 

also has Bag ‗n Save certificates to 

purchase. Use those and our educa-

tional programs benefit twice. 

Totus Tuus 

We are looking for people who will 

devote time daily or weekly to pray 

for the success of Totus Tuus, a sum-

mer Catholic youth program dedicated 

to sharing the Gospel and promoting 

the Catholic faith.  Totus Tuus will be 

held July 10 - 15.  We are in need of 

prayer support for the success our this 

program.  Please contact Mary Harper 

@ 402-659-1100.  Thank you! 

Lenten Opportunities Our parish library is a valuable resource available year-

around.  The Lenten season would be a great time to discover this treasure and 

grow in your spiritual knowledge.  We have a self check-out system for your con-

venience. Books, music, movies and audio books are available for all age 

groups.  Consider setting aside an hour a day or even a week, during Lent, with 

something from the parish library.   "But grow in grace and in the knowledge of 

our Lord and savior Jesus Christ."     - 2 Peter 3:18 

Fr Foster Memorial Golf Tourney 

The St Gerald Knights of Columbus 

and St Gerald Men‘s Club are spon-

soring the 15th annual Fr. William A 

Foster Memorial Golf Tournament. 

The event is a fundraiser for the Fr 

Foster Endowment Fund. 4-person 

scramble held at Tara Hills Golf 

Course on Sat, May 14, with an 8am 

shotgun start. Registration is $90 per 

golfer or $360 per team and includes 

18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, raffle 

tickets, refreshments, fellowship and 

prizes. Corporate sponsorships with or 

without foursomes included are wel-

come and available. Early registration 

and payment is strongly encouraged; 

last year‘s event sold out and raised 

$15,842. Register by April 29 at 402-

331-1955 

Parish Mission: March 27-31 

 Fr Don Kirchner, CSSR will 

preach and bring the light of 

Christ. 

 Begins with our weekend 

Masses on March 26-27. 

 Continues with evening ses-

sions on Sunday-Thursday, 

March 27-31, 7pm. Fellowship 

following. 

 All other evening activities are 

cancelled so all may participate 

in the Mission 

Annual Men‟s Club 

Bowling Sweeper 
Saturday, March 19 

Mockingbird Bowling Alley 

$15 per person + $2 for shoes if 

needed 

Check-In 8:30 

Bowling Begins 9:00 

For Reservations Call Jim Benes  

402-592-4931 



Rest In Peace 

Please pray for the repose of 

the souls of parishioner Rose-

mary Mahoney and for 

Lorraine Moraccewski, sister of pa-

rishioner Romaine Knox. May their 

souls and all of the souls of the faith-

fully departed rest in peace with our 

Lord. 

Donation Report 
Sunday(3/6/11)……. ... $29,803.43 

ACH……………………$     00.00 

Week Total………...… $29,803.43 

Weekly Budget……….$29,666.00 

YTD Total………….. $965,459.08 

YTD Budget……….$1,007,126.00 

Variance……………. $(41,666.92) 

Baptism 
The following entered the 

Catholic faith and our parish 

community through Baptism. Wel-

come to the Christian community! 

Eathan David Lynch 

Charles Thomas Carnahan 

Harper Lea Poston 
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Making a difference for 

good in our world. 
 
Kathy Kensinger,  

Director of Youth and  

Young Adult Ministry  

Work .......................................... 331-1955 

Cell ............................................ 880-9717  

Email ........................ kathyk@stgerald.org 

Youth Ministry 

‘Young Adult Ministry - 20 & 30 

year-olds reaching out to others in 

a spirit of Christian friendship, for 

spiritual growth, service and fun.” 
 
Kathy Kensinger, Director of Youth and 

Young Adult Ministry  

Work .......................................... 331-1955 

Email ....................... kathyk@stgerald.org 

Young Adult Ministry 

Our Young Adult Group usually  

meets on the 2nd Thursday of the 

month. For more details or to receive 

our Young Adult news via email, 

please contact  Kathy at 

kathyk@stgerald.org.  

TEC RETREAT- If you are a junior, 

senior or college student, you are invited 

to a three-day retreat called TEC (Teens 

Encounter Christ), offered by the Arch-

diocese of Omaha. Mar 19-21 Archdio-

cese Retreat & Conference Center. Cost is 

$60. Apply at www.archomaha.org   

Upcoming Events: 

March 20th: a trip to the Joslyn Art 

Museum  for the Icons of the Ukraine 

exhibit. Contact Kathy for more de-

tails. 
Theology on Tap for all Archdioce-

san Young Adults. This popular way 

to meet other Young Adult Catholics 

while exploring topical faith issues 

will meet at MeKenna‘s (74th & Pa-

cific) at 7 pm on March 24 & 31st, 

and April 7th & 14th. 

March 13: High School Core 

Team Meeting from 6-8 pm. 

March 18th: Dessert Sale  Please 

help us to raise funds for our 

Youth events by baking and selling 

desserts at our Parish Fish Dinner. 

Bring baked items to the Fellow-

ship Hall before 4:30 or contact 

Kathy to help. 

March 20th: Youth Mass at 

Noon followed by a trip to the Jos-

lyn for the Icons of the Ukraine 

exhibit for 9-12th graders. The cost 

is $5.00. Register by March 18th. 

March 25th: St. Gerald Night at 

CoCo Key Water Resort from 6-

9 pm for 7-12th graders.  The cost 

is $14.00.  Please register by 

March 23rd. Forms may be found 

on line, or in the back of Church. 

March 30th: Youth Night at the 

Parish Mission.  Join us for Mis-

sion presentation, then stay for an 

ice cream sundae.  

April 7th: Confirmation Practice 

at 7 pm, followed by a reception 

for candidates and sponsors. 

April 9th: Confirmation 

National Catholic Youth Conference! 

“Called to Glory” Nov. 17-19, 2011 

In Indianapolis 

25,000 Youth Can‟t be Wrong! 

Our Youth Ministry Group is making 

plans to attend.  If you are in high school 

and interested in attending NCYC, please 

call Kathy before April 1st. 

Educational Freedom Rally 
On Tuesday, March 22, a historic event 

will take place at 10am at the State Capi-

tol: the Educational Freedom Rally. This 

rally is in support of educational choice, 

and LB 50, recently introduced by Senator 

Krist. This tax credit bill would enable 

parents who are eligible to obtain scholar-

ships to help pay private school tuition. 

Parents with children attending K-8th 

grade may be eligible for $1,500, and 

$2,000 for high school children. The bill 

also includes additional amounts towards 

more scholarships each year, and in-

creases the scholarship by $500 in the 6th 

year, thereafter at the rate of inflation. 

This bill represents the most significant 

state support ever proposed for private 

school parents. Website: 

www.nebcathcon.org/nfcsp 

3rd Annual Parish Bake Sale: Palm Sunday-April 16 & 17-After All Masses 

All proceeds go to offset our parish Funeral Luncheon expenses. We need your 

help by sharing with us your time, talents, and treasures! Please fill out the bot-

tom of this form and return to the business office, drop in the collection basket 

next week or email to bonniemcdowall@gmail.com. Also this year, we will be 

offering fresh baked cinnamon rolls after the 5pm Saturday Mass! Thank you…. 

Name: _____________________________  Phone: _____________ 
 

Email: ______________________________ 

_____ Yes, I will donate baked items. 

_____ Yes, I will sign up to help.   _____ Yes, I will donate to the raffle.  

Any questions, please call Sharon at 402-991-1836. 

http://www.archomaha.org
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Mon 3/14/11  8:15 am - Chapel Jack & Bonnie Miller   

 12:15 pm -Church Eugene & Angela Wedige   

Tues 3/15/11 8:15 am - Chapel Howard & Freddy Palma 

 12:15 pm - Church Cecelia Bender   Ed Baumert 

 5:30 pm - Chapel Tom Brosnan 

Wed 3/16/11 8:15 am - Chapel Fr Larry Dorsey  Wayne & Lou Ellis 

 9:00 am - Chapel Jacqueline Nosek 

 12:15 pm - Church Angela Wedige   Special Intentions 

of Ronald Wismount 

Thurs 3/17/11 8:15 am - Chapel Don Zimmerman  

 12:15 pm - Church Leo & Ellen Britten   Marie Sabers 

 5:30 pm - Chapel Naomi Nownes 

Fri 3/18/11 8:15 am - Chapel Mildred Wilson  

 12:15 pm - Church Ed Thiele 

Sat 3/19/11 8:15 am - Chapel Margaret Gillen   Margaret Hoody 

WEEKDAY MASSES FOR MARCH 14-19 

 Lakeview Chapel:  

78th & Lakeview   

St. Gerald Church: 

96th & Q Sts. 

 

MASSES FOR SUNDAY/ SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sat 3/19/11 5:00 pm - Church  Frances Finke   George Frady  

Lucas Marek 

Sun 3/20/11 7:00 am - Chapel  Donna Ward   Patrick Sheridan 

 7:30 am - Church  St. Gerald Parishioners  

 9:00 am - Church  Ed Torczon  Ray & Irene Coenen 

Paul Shrader 

 10:30 am - Church  Laurine Kritenbrink  Jerry Robb 

Carolyn Kipp  

 12:00 pm -Church  Stanley Krupa 

Sunday, 3/13 

Donut Sunday 

9am - RCIA 

Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q 

10am - Welcome Registration 

Family Room, 96th & Q 

10am-Knights of Columbus 

Lakeview Chapel & PC & CR 

10:30am - Sunday School 

Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q 

3:30pm - Adult Ed 

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q 

5pm - Bridge Club 

Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q 

Monday, 3/14 

6pm - Basketball 

LV Parish Center 

6:30pm - Scouts 

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q 

6pm - Scouts 

LV Conference Room 

Tuesday, 3/15 

6pm - Basketball 

LV Parish Center 

6:30pm - Lord Teach Me To Pray 

Family Room, 96th & Q 

7pm - Men‟s Recovery 

Youth Room 

7:15pm - RCIA 

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q 

7:30pm - AA 

LV Conference Room 

Wednesday, 3/16 

5 & 6:30pm - Religious Ed 

School 

6pm - Basketball 

LV Parish Center 

6:30pm - Scouts 

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q 

7pm - Finance Committee 

Business Office 

7pm - Athletic Committee 

LV Conference Room 

Thursday, 3/17 
1pm - Variety Show 

LV Parish Center 

6pm - Basketball 

LV Parish Center 

7pm - Baptism Class 

Family Room, 96th & Q 

7pm - Knights of Columbus 

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q 

Friday, 3/18 

Stations of the Cross 

6:30am - That Man Is You 

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q 

4:30pm - Fish Dinner 

Fellowship Hall, 96th & Q 

Calendar of Events 

Moving? Just a reminder to let the 

business office know if you have a 

new address, phone number or email. 

St. Gerald Catholic Church  

website: www.stgerald.org.  

Sunday, 3/20 

9am - RCIA 

Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q 

10:30am - Sunday School 

Multipurpose Room, 96th & Q 

10:30am - African Mass 

LV Chapel 

1pm - Basketball 

LV Parish Center 

Friday, 3/18 

6pm - Basketball 

LV Parish Center 

Saturday,  3/19 
6:30am - That Man Is You 

Fellowship Hall, 9t6h & Q 

8am - To Live In Christ 

Family Room, 96th & Q 

8am - Basketball 

LV Parish Center 
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Ministry Schedule for March 18-19 
 

5pm:  EMHC - C Baum, B Hunt, M Rasmussen, S Kozney, K Goodman, M Sliva, J Kowal, P Osterman, R & D Goodrich, 

  R & L Sevcik  Lectors - R Onken, R Martin   Servers - W Coenen, N & J Osterman, C Kush  Greeters - B Sojka,  

  T Martin, M Hood   Security - B Osterman, K Kush   HOPE -  M Benes, S Houlton, C Phillips 
 

7am: EMHC– D Kolenda, M Ward  Lector– S Couch   Servers– E Bourne, N O‘Donnell  Greeter - J Kolenda  
 

7:30am:  EMHC-B Elson, B McDowall, T Fletcher, R Hefley, R & M Stracke, N Keenan, F & B Coppola, D Malene,  

  K & R Staroska  Lectors-J Thompson, C Donaldson   Servers-B Marino, J Lenhart, J & V Malene  Greeters- 

  B McDowall, J & M Sestak   Security-M Krejci, J Feda  HOPE–  J & M Sestak 
 

9am: EMHC-F Bataillon, M Bystrom, J Zabrocki, B Ryba, S & A Luna, M Olson, G Hacker, C Molczyk, D Banchor,  

  T & S Bissen   Lectors– T Banchor, N Coenen   Servers-J Olson, M Connor, M Koenig, T Sosso   Greeters- 

  B Sutton, B Hosfelt, K Jackson   Security-B & J Rogers    HOPE–  A Reed, A Nickerson 
 

10:30am: EMHC-N & K Steinbach, A Gallagher, J Robbins, C Kozlik, S Lukowski, S & R Lukowski, S Trigg, N Welsh,  

  D Rashid, C Siedlik Lectors - K Kozelichki, L Schwartz   Servers– T Schwartz, E Siedlik, B Albert, S Phillips 

  Greeters-R & S Horner, E Ostdiek Security-B Cupich, B Harper   HOPE– P & K Popelka, P Dostal 
 

Noon: EMHC– M Sanchez, A Raab, T Alberhasky, C Palensky, M Chiarbos, C Carbullido, C Vana, D Harper, C Jahns,  

  M & M Pellettera  Servers-J Weber, M Dobney, J Dermody, D Kraft   Greeters-F & C Synowiecki, J Kreifels  

  Security– T Wachtler, M Carroll   HOPE - M Pellettera 

(continued from page 2) 

However, First and foremost, when it comes to sharing our time and giving back to the Lord ….there is the one hour a week right here at mass on the 

weekend---giving back to the Lord.  And notice, it is the first day of the week, not the leftovers.  We give God His Hour FIRST.  This is not a sugges-

tion, it is so important the church has developed a rule around it…it is how you ―come home‖ each week.  This is the place, where, when you come here 

they have to take you in.  And the sacraments help to heal, strengthen and guide you on the journey to your ultimate and final home…the one you are 

preparing in heaven. 

 

Secondly, the sharing of your time and talents means you do more than come to mass.  Your living out the relationship you have with God, your savior, 

takes place on the very human level.  It means volunteering and helping out.  And, one thing that happens that is so wonderful, once you get involved 

your worship here and your connection to the Lord becomes more real, animated, and full.  It comes back to you a hundred-fold. 

 

Finally, there is the touchy subject of money.  It is touchy because in our society money is the ―other god who we do not know.‖  He is the idol who we 

think about, worry about and center most of our activities around.  Money does make the world go around.  It is necessary and it can really control us.  

And when I say it is ―god we do not know,‖ I mean it is always demanding more of our time because we never have enough.  I remember the story told 

by Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta…one day she went to the home…a shack really…of someone who had several children and no food.  She 

brought her a bag of rice.  The woman, who was a Christian, opened the bag and took out a third of the rice.  She then bagged it up and took it to the 

lady living next door who was a Muslim.  ―Why did you do that?‖, Mother Theresa asked.  The lady answered, ―she is a mother with children and she 

needs help and I could help her.‖  Mother Theresa saw that even the poor can be generous with what they have been given…she learned a powerful les-

son.  But the only way she, who had so little, could be generous is that she trusted in the Lord to take care of her.  Once we are convinced that the money 

we have is like that bag of rice, a gift, then we will find it easier to share it. 

 

The scriptures use the formula of the Tithe.  A tithe is 10% of what you earn or make…and this is given back to the Lord.  In the rural areas there was a 

yearly collection called ―God‘s Acre‖.  It was a way to give back to the Lord some of what He had given to each of them.  Literally you could see 

―God‘s Acre‖ accumulate outside the church as the corn was piled in front.  When the harvest was finished the corn was shelled and sold with the pro-

ceeds coming to the parish.  We have no physical representation of our earnings….we get a paycheck….a piece of paper…even a simple receipt if we 

have direct deposit.  But 10% is easy to figure...you do it by simply moving the decimal point.  Now, some argue that you need to include all your giving 

to various charities in that 10% and so the suggestion is that you make sure you give 5% to your parish and the rest to various charities.  That other 5% 

could include school tuition also.  Other discussions center around:  is that 10% of the gross or the net.  Well, all this is your decision….but I would only 

add this little spice to the discussion.  If the effort to figure things out is a matter of being fair to your various charities—then fine.  If the effort to figure 

things out is a matter of keeping as much as you can for yourself—then that is not Stewardship. 

 

Stewardship has as its goal to conform your lives to that of Jesus Christ.  And since we are not God, we will have to work at this for the rest of our lives, 

day in and day out.  I invite you to believe the Lord will take care of you—I invite you to trust him.  He can heal you of your sins, selfishness and any 

form of bitterness about life when you pour the hot oil of Sacrificial Stewardship on these sins.   Don‘t be a ―Lord, Lord‖ person, don‘t expect the 

church to be your handy QT station, let your faith lead you to share with your parish and with others.  The Lord said it best,  

―Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 

you use, it will be measured to you.‖ 

 

Our Stewardship Renewal time…over the next several weeks…is a time for a serious look at ourselves and why and how much we give.  To Give God 

thanks for all the ways we have been so very blest and to ask Him to be part of our personal decisions on how to be involved, and what to give to the 

Lord and his family, the church.  Are you ready to help this parish become more and more a Home---where we all do our part, our fair share?  


